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Why do this project? 

What was done? 

How was it done? 

What was learned? 
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Why do this project?  

 
In late 2006, I purchased a small (3,000 SF) commercial building to house 

my architectural office and a residence for my wife and me. My goal was to 

practice the environmental responsibility that I had been preaching since 

the early 1990ôs, when I started to focus on green design. The chance to 

live next to my office and in an evolving mixed-use neighborhood was also 

appealing. And having just designed a new LEED-Home Platinum 

residence 18 miles outside Portland, I was anxious to do a more 

responsible renovation in the city. The loft portion of the project received a 

LEED-Home Platinum certification. 

 

In the renovation, the lower level became a 1,500 SF office which can 

accommodate a staff of up to six; the upper level is a 1,400 SF two-

bedroom loft where my wife, Janet Friskey, and I lived. 

Richard Renner | Architects Portland Loft 3 



  

 

 

 

Project Team 

 Design and Project Management  

  Richard Renner, Richard Renner Architects 

  Friskey Design - Design collaboration and interiors 

 

Consultants 

  Becker Structural Engineering 

  Petersen Engineers 

  Marc Rosenbaum, Energysmiths 

  Terry Brennan, Camroden Associates 

  J&M Lighting Design 

 

Construction 

  Kolbert Building and Renovation - General Contractor 

  Wright-Ryan Construction - Millwork 

  Jon Chalfant - Steel railings and ladder 
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Location near the center of Portland: Minimal commute and close to community resources 
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What was done? 

 Both levels of the building were completely gutted down to the inside face 

of the exterior masonry walls. The roof was reinforced for snow and 

vegetated roof loads, and a new slab was poured at the lower level. A 

portion of the roof was raised to create a clerestory, which provides added 

daylight and ventilation for the loft as well as access to the roof deck. 

Exterior walls were insulated with closed-cell foam (R-34+); the roof was 

insulated with closed-cell foam and cellulose (R-55+); and the floor of the 

loft was insulated with cellulose. New thriple glazed fiberglass windows 

were installed throughout. 
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Original Floor Plan 
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Original building section 
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Original Building Elevation 
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Completed Floor Plan 
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Completed Building Section 
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Completed Building Elevation 
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Site Plan - Completed 
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